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“rise above” pressures from domestic industries like steel, textiles and others that seek to impose trade 
barriers.  He added that the recent Fa
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has become more dependent on commodities like oil.  For example, in 1970 Egyp



 FEBRUARY 2003 

address protectionism in the textiles industry.  She noted that liberaliz
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• Barshefsky explained that in 2004 with the phase-out of textiles qus4s,h therxx
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Chairman Thomas asked for Zoellick’s assessment of the agriculture modalities textx
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Zoellick noted the Singapore FTA contai
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considering legislation to establish a “Baucus Commission” to review WTO decisions) is not a “three 
strikes” proposal necessarilsaril
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II. Perspecti
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IV. Support for Normal Trade Relations with Laos and Russia 

 A. Zoellick Supports NTR for Laos 

In his testimony, Zoellick supported norm1 T7(a)Tj
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On other business, the Council elected Singapore's Ambassador Vanu Gopala Menon as the new 
Chairman for 2003.  Menon replaces Mexican Ambassador Eduardo Perez Motta as Chairman. 

II. Progress Made on Implementation-Related Issues 

 The Council made some progress on implementation-related issues of concern to developing 
countries, including on technology
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WTO DISPUTE SETTLEMENT 
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Amendment is bad public policy.  He believ
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Terrence Stewart, Part
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Petros Sourmelis, EC Delegation representative in Washington, supported the W
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IV. Administration Submits 2003 Trade Agenda and 2002 Annual Report to  
  Congress 

On February 28, 2003, the Administration submitted to Congress the 2003 Trade Policy 
Agenda and the 2002 Annual Report of the President of the United States on the Trade 
Agreements Program, summariz 328. 169.1416 642.[255Tm
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U.S. and Chilean Governments Noti
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is an FTAA instead of being available only as a transitional mechanism for the first ten years of 
an FTAA. 

AF&PA seeks the elimination of all tariffs on wood and paper products immediati 0 041t 0 0 12 461.8482195 709.2 Tm
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Bethlehem Steel, National Ste ee
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countries should also include debt relief measures that allow the SACU to fund education, health 
care, and infrastructure needs, and there should be an increase in U.S. development assistance to 
the region. 

Government Procurement 

Nema emphasizes the need for openness and transparency in government procurement. 

AFL/CIO thinks that the FTA should exclude procurement rules that serve important 
public policy aims such as an environmental protection, local Procuot3m
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