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addition, the General Council Chairman, Carlos Perez del Castillo, released a revised ministerial 
declaration for the Cancun meeting that contaila5es own proposgal
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Mexico and US Clash Over Trade Issues 

US-Mexico trade disputes involving cement, oil tubing, steel sheeting, pork and high-fructose 
corn syrup (HFCS) and telecommunications have increased tension in the bilateral relationship. 

On August 5, the Ministry of Economy filed formal panel requests at the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) protesting anti-dumping duties that the United States imposed on Mexican 
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issue).  Lamy interpreted the lack of explicit opposition from the 133 Committee as a mandate to 
move forward.  

The EC’s concession on investment and competition prompted a flurry of responses.  
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even though it made a strong stand on agriculture throughout the week (and month prior).  Our 
sources among the G-21+ countries indicate that many of its members were upset at the ACP 
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Special Report on WTO Cancun Ministerial Preparations, Number 5: 

“Industrial Market Access Negotiations:  Developing a Double Standard?” 



 September 2003 

Due to the general nature of its contents, this newsletter is not and should not be regarded as legal advice. 
-25- 

As provided in the Doha Ministerial Declaration, WTO Members agreed in November 
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Under Annex B, non-tariff barriers (“NTBs”) – which have n o t  r e c e i v e d  m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  
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electronics and electrical goods; fish and fish products; footwear; leather goods; motor vehicle 
parts and components; stones, gems and precious metals; and textiles and clothing) for zero 
duties. Though these were selected as being advantageous to developing countries, it is being 
argued, by developing countries, that the elimination of tariffs on them should be voluntary, not 
mandatory (which would seem to defeat the object of the exercise; any country can voluntarily 
eliminate tariffs at any time). 

Developed countries, including the US seek a far more ambitious approach to tariff 
liberalization and attention to non-tariff ba
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A. First Stage:  Negotiations Dominated by the Harbinson Draft  
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• Formula for tariff reduction for developing countries: the Chairman proposes a 
choice between: i) the application of the UR formula to three different categories of 
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II. U.S. Conducts Negotiations with Morocco, Central America, SACU, and Australia; -
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The report could influence some U.S. legislators who have not yet formed concrete 
opinions on U.S. trade policy.  However, since legislators will concentrate on the liberalization 
effects on their constituents, instead of the overall impact of trade liberalization, the report’s 
findings are unlikely to alter the opinions of legislators in domestic industries adversely affected 
by trade liberalization. 
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Customs responses to comments also recognized the need to permit corporate compliance 
offices to communicate directly with the agency on behalf of 
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M e x i c a n  n e g o t i a t o r s  h a v e  m e t  r e pe a t e d l y  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  c e m e n t  d i s p u t e ,  b u t  h a v e  

f a i l e d  t o  r e a c h  a n  a g r e e m e n t .   A t  t h e  W T O  D i s p u t e  S e t t l e m e n t  B o d y  ( D S B )  m e e t i n g  o n  A u g u s t  

1 8 ,  t h e  U S  r e j e c t e d  a l l  t h r e e  p a n e l  r e q u e s t s .   T h
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