




  April 2004 

Due to the general nature of its contents, this newsletter is not and should not be regarded as legal advice. 
-ii- 

CBP Signs Export Validation MOU with Commerce to Facilitate Cooperation with 
Mexico ...........................................................................................................................................60 

US-EU 61 
USTR Reports on EU Barriers to American Exports ....................................................................61 
The EU and the US Sign Mutual Recognition Agreement on Marine Equipment........................66 
USTR Releases Report on Trade Barriers 



  April 2004 

Due to the general nature of its contents, this newsletter is not and should not be regarded as legal advice. 
-iii- 

SUMMARY OF REPORTS 

Special Reports 

Administration Continues Push for Competitive Liberalization as Priority for 
2004 Trade Agenda 
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In contrast to the situation regarding Syria, the Bush Administration lifted sanctions against 
Libya on April 23, 2004. The lifting of sanctions follows Libya's decision in December 2003 
to give up its weapons o0.64 31Iass destruction, and to pay compensation to the faIilies of the 



  April 2004 





  April 2004 

Due to the general nature of its contents, this newsletter is not and should not be regarded as legal advice. 
-viii- 

TPSC Requests Comments on Interim Environmental Review U.S.-Bahrain 
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Sri Lanka 

Zoellick has named Sri Lanka as a developing country advanced enough to qualify for 
an FTA with the US, indicating that it would be “a footprint” fo
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available Internet access of any sort and whethe
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EPA Requests Comments on Petition to Revise Methods for Fuel Economy 
Estimates 

SUMMARY 

On March 29, 2004, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requested 
comments on a petition from Bluewater Network 
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also considering a partial ban on the export of duel use items on the Commerce Control List 
(CCL) to Syria. 

Syria has been negotiating a free trade ag
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• 
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• Government procurement practices in Japan continue to deny effective 
entry of U.S. computer equipment,
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OUTLOOK 

With a presidential election just seven months away, the NTE has become fodder for 
partisan attacks over the Bush Administration’s enforcement of trade laws.  On the same day 
that the NTE was released, House Democrats sent a letter to President Bush demanding that 
the USTR bring additional cases to the WTO 
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• The mechanism to resolve animal and plant health issues; 

• The negative-list approach for services and, particularly, the expanded 
access to the insurance and express delivery services; 

• IPR protection; 

• Government procurement. 

When asked why the FTA excluded certain agriculture products, Ives said that USTR 
had to exclude these products to have an agreement that Congress would pass.   

Responding to a question regarding the possibility of an FTA with New Zealand, Ives 
said that USTR continues to explore the issue and noted that U.S. and New Zealand 
negotiators would meet “in the near
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FedEx was very pleased with the strong commitment for the express delivery services 
(EDS) sector in the agreement.  The representative praised the separate annex that defines 
EDS as a separate service, the expedited customs clearance and the level-playing field 
provisions of the FTA. 

Time Warner, Inc. supports the market access provisions and the “groundbreaking” 
provisions regarding digital trade.   

PhRMA “greatly appreciated” the FTA and the representative mentioned that the 
pharmaceutical annex would significantly improve the transparency of the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme (PBS).  

The representatives noted that they would have preferred the inclusion of investor-
state dispute settlement provisions. 

IV. Congressional Staffers Urge Administration to Focus on Economically 
Meaningful FTAs 

Reiff 
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8. Other barriersraization in Othir sect 
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had to be read as an exception to GATT Article I.  The Appellate
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