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UNITED STATES 

President's FY2005 Budget Would Decrease USTR Budget; Increases Spending 
for Customs Initiatives 

SUMMARY 

On February 2, 2004, the President transmitted to Congress his budget proposal for 
FY2005.  The budget provides for increases in defense and homeland security spending, 
while keeping growth to other non-discretionary spending to under 4%. 

The Doha Development Agenda (DDA) remains the top negotiating priority of the 
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OUTLOOK 

All four staffers expressed support for USTR’s attempt to jump-start the WTO Doha 
Round.  They agreed that further trade liberalization through the WTO would bring far 
greater benefit than any one bilateral FTA.   

A compressed congressional calendar will hinder efforts to 
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• Furniture and fixtures; and  

• Medical and scientific equipment.  
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Due to the general nature of its contents, this newsletter is not and should not be regarded as legal advice. OUTLOOK USTR expects to notify formally Congress of its intent to sign the agreement sometime "early in 2004", as required under the Trade Act of 2002, and will also continue to consult with Congress on steps to pass legislation which would implement the agreement. USTR hopes to submit the full CAFTA, with the Dominican Republic included, to Congress Sources indicate that CAFTA awaits a difficult vote in Congress due to growing resistance to trade liberalization in Congress. Also, the CAFTA contains many contentious 
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US and Bahrain Launch First Round of FTA Negotiatio
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The TNC is tentatively set to resume during the first week of March, in Puebla. 

II. USTR Official Discusses Countries’ Positions for Puebla 

On February 7, a USTR official, speaking on background, held a teleconference on 
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ü Security-related measures, in particular the new requirements to counter 
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Restart of Negotiations in the WTO Doha Development Agenda; USTR Zoellick 
Visits Key Capitals to Spur Momentum in the Round 

SUMMARY 

The General Council of the World Trade Organization, at its meeting on 11 and 12 
February, took the decisions necessary to restart the negotiations which have been suspended 
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subsidies.  EC Commissioner Lamy and Director General Supachai also met Zoellick during 
his trip to Africa and Europe, in an effort to coordinate support for the Round. 

A. Proposal to Agree on Frameworks by Summer 

USTR Zoellick proposed during his trip to hold a high-level meeting in Geneva this 
summer (presumably by July), short of a “full blown ministerial” in order to establish the 
frameworks for future negotiations on agriculture, industrial market access, the Singapore 
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