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REPORTS IN DETAIL 

UNITED STATES 

Progress Report on Current U.S. FTAs 

SUMMARY 

The United States is currently in free trad
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USTR Releases Report on China’s WTO Compliance 

SUMMARY 

On Decem
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providers include insurance, telecommunications, and 
construction/engineering. 
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vote, however, Senator Kent Conrad (D-ND) raised a point of order that language in the bill on 
Medicare and Medicaid should not be considered as part of a budget bill.  The Senate 
Parliam
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actual collection from importers of any outstanding duties.  Congressional sources i.14e5hedthatg 
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less of a sticking point in the stalled negotiations than airplan
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Organization (WTO) allowed seven WTO Members,
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insurance, and telecommunications, audiovisual, express deliver
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of “competitive liberalization” has been.4ccessfb 
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C. Services 
 Objective: 
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generally applicable for agriculture.”  The United States had opposed 
the December 17 text but lauded the revised text. 

Due to the general nature of its contents, this newsletter is not and shoul
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II. Agriculture 

• Agriculture Green Room.  Director General Pascal Lamy requested 
comments from Green Room participants on 13 agricultural issues in which 
further progress might be possible: 

o Export competition: (i) the end date for pha
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�x�� Food aid .  The discussion on food aid has bl ocked progress on agricultural 

negotiations at Hong Kong.  The  EU  h a s  d e m a n d e d  t h a t  “ o t h e r  W T O  

M e m b e r s ”  ( i . e . , the United States) agree on di s c i p l i n e s  t o  c o n v e r t  f o o d  a i d  

i n t o  c a s h  p a y m e n t s  b e f o r e  t h e  E U  a g r e e s  t o  a n  e n d - d a t e  f o r  e x p o r t  s u b s i d i e s .   
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VIII. Contentious Issues 

• Cotton 

o African cotton producers threaten to leave the WTO.  The four 
West-African cotton producing countries, Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad 
and Mali (the so called “C-4”) 



  December 2005 
 

proposal as “a step in the right direction” but added that subsidies 
create the real problems in this sector.  Brazil stated that the G-20 
developing countries consider cotton a priority issue at the Conference. 

• Import Tariff for Bananas 

o Attempts to break a deal fail on a new EU tariff for bananas
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the five LDC proposals for amendments to the SDT provisions of WTO 
agreements present in Annex F of the draft ministerial declaration text. 

• Duty-free / Quota-free access.  The Group of Six (United States, the EU, 
Brazil, India, Australia and Japan) remained at an impasse over how to 
address the duty-free and quota-free con
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developed countries (LDCs) that must “compete with developed countries in 
a subsidized
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Preparations and Prospects for the Hong Kong WTO Ministerial Conference 

SUMMARY 

The General Council of
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WTO obligations, as well as recognizing that they will m
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Organization of consultations 

The Chairman of the Conference, Hong Kong’s Secretary for Comm
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