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Free Trade Agreements Highlights 

We want to alert you to the following Free Trade Agreements developments:  

• U.S. and Colombia Complete FTA Negotiations 

• USTR Recommends DR-CAFTA Impl
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property rights (IPR) and internationally recognized labor rights.  The report lists specific U.S. 
concerns including: 

• Continued Chinese barriers to certain U.S. exports; 

• Failure to protect IPR; 

• Failure to protect labor rights and enforce labor laws and standards; 

• Unreported and extensive government subsidies and preferences for Chinese 
industries; 

• Environmental concerns; 

• Poor compliance with cer
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violators, improving enforcement at the Chinese border, combating the 
counter piracy of movies, audio visual products and software, and 
addressing Internet-related piracy. 

3. Ensure that U.S. trade remedies and other import laws are enforced 
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5. Deepen and strengthen trade relations w
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http://www.trade.gov/media/Publications/pdf/sugar06.pdf
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and believe that the United States is rushing through FTA negotiations for “overstated”18 trade 
benefits.  There are also international civil groups and various communities in Middle Eastern 
countries that express concerns over USMEFTA’s potential of harming developing nations in the 
Middle East rather than promoting economic growth.  By basing agreements on geopolitical 
concerns and reducing trade to the back burner, these USMEFTA opponents feel that the 
initiative will end up harming Middle Eastern development in the long run. 
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Free Trade Agreements Highlights 

U.S. and Colombia Comp
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trade agreements before mid-summer when the election season begins.  With Colombia’s FTA 
negotiations complete, USTR has afforded Congress with time to consider the Colombian 
agreement together with the Peru FTA.  The Ecuadorian agreement is next on the docket, but 
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market for Korean products would have upon U.S. consumers and U.S. industries producing 
similar or competitive articles.  The ITC will also advise President Bush on the probable 
economic effects on the U.S. economy of em
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Because Egypt’s recent political actions have delayed formal trade talks, it is unclear 
whether the nations will have sufficient time to complete an agreement should they resolve   
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Nath described the forum as a “hub” around which the tw
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Panama Requests Visit to U.S. Food Inspection Sites; Request Could Expedite FTA 

On February 13, 2006, U.S. Chief Agricultural Negotiator Richard Crowder announced 
that Panam
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asked for consultations with the EU regarding the relationship between this panel and the one 
established on July 20, 2005 (DS317) that dealt with the same matter.  The United States also 
stated that it is not in a position to accept the EU’s request to begin an information-gathering 
process.  According to oe 
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B. Competition between EU and U.S. Companies in the Defense Procurement 
Market 

eed U.SU ann EdefU.              7by acquncc9.69s 5rhe Defense Procun t33.     
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