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Reports in Detail 

United States 

House Ways and Means Committee Holds Hearings on Climate 
Change Legislation 

Summary 
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trading partners would have to either comply with US standards and regulations, or agree to international 

large-scale climate change agreements. 

Ways and Means Trade Subcommittee Chairman Sander Levin (D-MI)  noted that legislative 

“passivity” would not solve the potential negative trade issues surrounding climate change legislation, and 

he and other legislators present at 
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USTR Releases Results of 2009 Section 1377 Review of 
Telecommunications Trade Agreements 

Summary 

On April 6, 2009, the Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) released its annual 

Section 1377 Review of Telecommunications Trade Agreements.  The review focused on: (i) fixed and 
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�ƒ�� South Africa.  USTR notes its concern with a pattern 
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Commission (CITEL) MRA for conformity assessment of telecommunications equipment vis�– à�– vis 

the United States.  USTR will continue to press Mexico to implement the CITEL MRA vis�– à�– vis the 

United States.  

B. Country-Specific Issues 
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excessive regulatory requirements and licensing fees, burdensome testing and certification requirements, 

and lack of transparency. 

Due to the general nature of its contents, this newsletter is not and should not be regarded as legal advice. 
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United States Highlights 

United Steel Workers Files S ection 421 Petition on Chinese Tire 
Imports 

On April 20, 2009, the United Steel, Paper and Forestry, Rubber, Manufacturing, Energy, Allied Industrial 
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Affairs, where she developed and coordinated implementation of security and economic policies.  Sapiro 

has also served as a member of the Secretary of State’s Policy Planning Staff and the Office of the Legal 

Adviser.  She received her B.A. from Williams College and her J.D. from New York University School of 

Law. 
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manufacturers, particularly in those sectors that are energy and trade intensive, that increased costs 

associated with carbon reductions could lead to competitive disadvantages 
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change bill) begins in Congress, and observers opine that 
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Office of Management and Budget Issues Implementing Guidance for 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 

On April 7, 2009, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) issued “Updated Implementing Guidance 

for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
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intellectual property rights, and strengthening relevant enforcement measures.  The summary notes 

that the ACTA will be consistent with the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 

Property Rights (“TRIPs Agreement”) and will respect to the Declaration on TRIPs and Public Health.  

�ƒ�� Civil Enforcement.  According to the summary, civil enforcement refers to providing courts or other 

competent authorities with the authority to order/take specific actions when it is established that a 
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�ƒ�� Cooperation.  According to the ACTA summary, the agreement’s chapter on international 
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The NTE report lists a number of concerns, including: 

�ƒ�� Significant 
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Jordan’s IPR enforcement regime ” and its enforcement mechanisms and prosecution efforts, 

particularly with respect to ex officio authority to bring criminal cases.  According to the NTE report, 

although Jordan sets limitations on foreign ownership in certain sectors, its laws also allow for the 

government to grant exceptions to these limitations where it deems appropriate, although this “exceptions 

policy is viewed as being too selective by some potential US investors.” 

Kuwait 
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has strengthened its anticorruption enforcement efforts.  The report also notes that US firms have 

substantial access to Morocco's services market, subject to very few exceptions.  The report notes, 

however, that issues relating to the definition of direct shipment  and Morocco’s application of tariff-

rate quotas for wheat  imports from the United States have arisen since the FTA’s implementation.  

Specifically, “Morocco’s narrow interpretation of permissible transshipment under the FTA’s rules of origin 

has resulted in the denial of preferential treatment 
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Qatar 

Like last year’s assessment, USTR’s overall assessment of Qatar in the 2009 NTE report is positive.  The 

report commends Qatar’s Ministry of Business and Trade for creating a “one-stop shop” to handle all 

services and required documentation for foreign investors and importers present in Qatar.  The report 
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the Obama Administration will want to achieve a co
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USTR 2009 NTE on Foreign Trade Barriers: Latin American 
Economies 

Summary 

On March 31, 2009, the United States Trade Representative (USTR) published its 2009 National Trade 

Estimate (NTE) Report on Foreign Trade Barriers.  
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�ƒ�� Restrictions on the ports-of-entry  for numerous goods, including sensitive goods such as textiles, 

shoes, electrical machinery, metal and certain other manufactured goods, and watches; 

�ƒ��
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�ƒ�� Sanitary and phytosanitary measures  that have created barriers to exports of certain US 

agricultural goods, including grains, seed products, apples, stone fruit, pork, beef, poultry, citrus, 

wood and wood products, dry beans, avocados, po
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Observers opine that Latin American trading partners’ reaction to the 2009 NTE report will be interesting 

to watch, in light of recent developments in the United States that have made these trading partners more 
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�ƒ�� Electrical and electronic equipment:
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�ƒ�� Pharmaceutical products: the report mentions procedural non-transparency and a lack of 

stakeholder access to pricing and reimbursement pr
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VI. Subsidies 
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In releasing the NTE, USTR Ron Kirk noted that the report will help to inform an enforcement strategy for 

US trade policy, adding that USTR has begun several initiatives, including: (i) beginning a review of the 
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�ƒ�� Frequent adjustments to value added tax (VAT) rebates to manage the export of intermediate and 

downstream products but which create market disruption and uncertainty. 

�ƒ�� Export subsidies  that are often masked by a general lack
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