




 
 
 
 

JETRO General Trade Monthly Report 





 
 
 
 

JETRO General Trade Monthly Report 
 

 
 

Reports in Detail 

United States 

AEI Holds Forum on Obama Trade Policy and its Future Direction 
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hear more complaints from Canada and Europe on the Buy American provisions.  Stokes, however, noted 

that “we are all sinners in this game” and that Canada has implemented regulations which are very similar 
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The groups recommend that the Administration revitalize US export and international trade leadership by 
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Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and Article 4.2 of the WTO's Agriculture Agreement.  Chinese officials also 

contended that the United States “had entirely closed the door to China's poultry products” since 2007 

through a number of annual omnibus appropriation acts and a series of related measures.  

The Senate’s version of the bill could help resolve the US-China poultry dispute, provided that House 

Members agree to the Senate’s language on Chinese poultry in conference.  With Congress out of office 

for the Augusoul nited02e however, it is difficult to tell what House Mitedmbers’ul action to the Senate languag  

i2e and ioul mains unclear if House Members would support the removal of the poultry ban when th  

House version of the funding bill contains language continuing th  ban.  The Obama Administration has 

already indicated that iouwould like the final version of the funding bill to remove the poultry ban under 

certain requirements so as to avoid a continued trade fighouwith China.  Once Senate and Hous  
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ranged from 42 percent for the Singapore FTA (from 2003 to 2008) to 259 percent for the Jordan FTA 

(from 2001 to 2008), and increases in US exports ranged from 72 percent for Singapore to 365 percent 

for Chile.  According to the GAO, US import increases ranged from 10 percent for Singapore to 397 

percent for Jordan.  

Of the US industrial sect
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3. US-Singapore FTA 

According to the report, “[of the FTAs included in the GAO study] Singapore has the highest level of 

bilateral services trade, with the United States exporting over USD 7 billion, and importing almost USD 4 

billion, for a services trade surplus of over USD 3 billion in 2007.”  The GAO concludes that US service 
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compared with 2003, the year prior to FTA implementation.  Singaporean FDI in the United States is 

concentrated in financial services and manufacturing. 

III. US Private Sector Views 

The report notes that many US private sector representatives opine that the four FTAs included in the 

study have provided direct and indirect commercial benefits to US busi
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V. GAO Recommendations 
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can expect a certain degree of deference by WTO Panels when they “define and apply for themselves” 

the concept of public morals, based on the “social, cu
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The Panel then turned to the “without prejudice” language in the Protocol of Accession.  The Panel stated 

that “we consider that the phrase ‘without prejudice to’ is intended to indicate that China's obligation to 

ensure that all enterprises in China have the right to trade must not, and does not, detrimentally affect 

China's right to regulate trade in a WTO-consistent manner.”  Therefore, in the Panel’s view, “if China 

regulates trade in a WTO-consistent manner, and this results, contrary to the obligation[,]…in ‘enterprises 
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China’s “public morals” defence fails the “necessity” test 

China pointed to the language in the Protocol of Accession that its trading rights commitments were 

“[w]ithout prejudice to China's right to regulate tr
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foreign service supplier and thus constitutes ‘less favourable treatment’ in terms of Article XVII.”  (In 

addition to the multiple violations of GATS Article XVII, the Panel also found that a limitation on the 

participation of foreign capital in contractual joint ventures engaged in the distribution of audiovisual 

products was inconsistent with China's market access commitments under GATS Article XVI.) 

The United States made a number of claims under GATT Article III:4, a national treatment obligation 

applicable to goods.  GATT Article III:4 requires importing WTO Members to
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