


Trade with China, Japan’s largest trading partner, 
declined by 12.8% to US $  23218 billion from US $ 
266.33 billion in 2009. Japan’s trade with the United 

er, had a severe setback with the trade declining 28.37%  to US $ 151.73 billion in 2009, compared to 

Japan’s trade with the United Arab Emirates almost 





 peripheral devices and shipbuilding parts to the UAE, 
and its import of gas and oil products, cut flowers, 
pulses, and fresh seafood. The press release said that 
Narita would be the gateway to Dubai and beyond to 
the Middle East, Africa and Europe from Tokyo, Japan’s 
capital city and one of the world’s foremost economic 



increase utilization of FTAs in the future for both 
imports and exports.

Among third-party FTAs in effect within the Asia Pacific 
region, the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) was the most 
utilized, with about a third of firms engaged in trade 
(33.3%, or 45 out of 135 firms) citing its use; if firms 
considering AFTA’s utilization were included, the 
percentage rises to 51.9% (70 out of 135 firms). Polled 
on plans to utilize the ASEAN-India, ASEAN-Australia 


